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Washington - On Thursday, September 10, American Academy of Nursing Secretary Diana 
Mason, PhD, RN, FAAN, joined a host of nursing leaders in the White House West Wing 
demonstrating support for President Obama’s central domestic priority: reforming the country’s 
health care system. She represented the Academy’s more than 1,500 Fellows, accompanying 
members of the American Nursing Association. 
 
"Our president pointed out that nurses are key to safe, quality care and reforming our nation’s 
health care system,” said Mason, an endowed chair at the Hunter-Bellvue School of Nursing and 
former editor-in-chief of the American Journal of Nursing. “We have solutions to our ailing 
system. They include the strategies he noted for insurance reform, as well as nurse-led models of 
care that improve outcomes and reduce costs."  
 
The morning after detailing his plan to a joint session of Congress, President Obama began by 
thanking nurses for their unwavering commitment to health insurance reform. 
In addition, the President recalled many positive experiences in which the role of nurses was 
instrumental, both professionally and personally. “I will forever be in debt to the women and men 
of your profession.  And I know that millions of other families feel the same way,” Obama said. 
“You’re the bedrock of our medical profession. You’re on the frontlines; you're on the frontlines 
of health care in small clinics and in large hospitals, in rural towns and big cities all across this 
country.” 
 
Obama reiterated the essential elements of his plan, designed to lower sky-rocketing insurance 
costs and provide coverage for the growing percentage of uninsured Americans. He added that if 
nurses act, citing their credibility and reputation, they can help ensure that quality, accessible and 
affordable health care for all citizens is attainable. “If there are real concerns about any aspect of 
my plan, let’s address them. If there are real differences, let’s resolve them,” Obama said. “But 
we have talked this issue to death, year after year, decade after decade.  And the time for talk is 
winding down.  The time for bickering has passed.  We’re not the first generation to take up this 
cause, but we can -- and have to be -- the last.”  
 

### 
 
The American Academy of Nursing (www.aannet.org) anticipates and tracks national and 
international trends in health care, while addressing resulting issues of health care knowledge and 
policy. The Academy’s mission is to serve the public and nursing profession by advancing health 
policy and practice through the generation, synthesis, and dissemination of nursing knowledge. 


